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1. Project description

 Project title: “Sustainable Olympics“ 

 Project duration: June 2021 to December 2022 

 Involved subjects: English, History, Sports History, Arts etc.

 Target group:  all students of year 11 (17-year-olds)

 Product: 44 posters for an exhibition (one per student)

Helen Brownlee:

The Aussie

Frog Challenge

Sydney Olympic Park 

The Games Go Green!



1. Project description

 Purpose/ Aims: - Critical analysis of the topics environment and sustainability

in sports, especially in the organisation of Olympic Games

- Documentation of successful examples

(e.g. Lillehammer 1994 = inofficial first Green Games)

- Critical view on negative influences of Olympic Games and  

Mega-sports events on our environment

PyeongChang 2018: More than 60,000 trees

were cut for the ski jump arena, some of them

more than 500 years old

Lillehammer 1994: All 10 sporting venues that 

were purpose-built for the Winter Olympics 

are still in use today



2. Definition of the term SUSTAINABILITY
What does sustainability mean related to our topic “Sustainable Olympics“?

Sustainability 

Protection of the

environment
 Strict rules for hosts of 

Olympic Games set up by the IOC

 Take measures to protect

the environment while building

new Olympic venues

 e.g. Nagano 1998: eatable cups

and plates (made from an apple

extract)

 e.g. YOG Lausanne 2020:

Use of a natural ice-oval 

(a frozen lake) instead of an

expensive artificial one

Leaving a legacy

 London 2012: International 

Inspiration

 UNICEF‘s Swim for Life 

Programme in Bangladesh

where floods threaten the

lives of thousands of kids

every year:

 Training of 13,000 

Community Swimming 

Instructors

 Swimming lessons for

400,000 children and 

youths

 Training of 660 leaders in 

Mozambique to use PE and 

sports to combat HIV/Aids

Sustainability

UN World Commission on Environment 

and Development: “sustainable development 

is development that meets the needs of the 

present without compromising the ability of 

future generations to meet their own needs.” 

 Take measures to be continued for

a long time to avoid any harm to

nature and society

 e.g.Torino 2006: 

 Use of already existing sports

venues

 Use of temporal seating for 

spectators which could be taken 

off after the Games 

 London 2012:

 Olympic Village: converted into 

more than 2,800 flats, partly for 

social housing



3. Approach to the Project Topic

 Repeat/Acquire the necessary vocab for the topic:

 Collect vocab in a mindmap, cluster, illustrated word list etc.

Alexandra, class 10c, Erfurt



3. Approach to the Project Topic

 Introduction into the topic by using poetry:

 e.g. Joe Miller: “If the Earth“ (1975), a shape poem



3. Approach to the Project Topic

 Sensitization of the students to the topic of environmental protection by

using cartoons:

 e.g. René Margritte (1962)



 Appealing materials provided by the YOG Education Pack Singapore 2010 in 

English and French:

 Videos:

 Transports

 Steps to going carbon neutral

 Singapore 2010: Sport and Environment

 Movie Scripts to all videos in English and French

 Quiz: Sport and Environment

3. Approach to the Project Topic



 Materials from the OVEP 2.0  Ressource Library in English and French:

3. Approach to the Project Topic

Texts in: The Fundamentals of Olympic 

Values Education, pp. 74/75 



3. Approach to the Project Topic
 New materials by the Olympic Museum on Tokyo 2020



4. Methods to Be Used in the Project

 Methods: - Intensive research, especially of English (scientific) literature

- Internet research, use of film material

- Comprehensive self-study before and during the project days

- Search for suitable creative ideas for the presentation of the results

- Creation of posters of high-quality and aesthetic level delivering a 

powerful message

- Presentation of the project results during an English lesson (the

topic “environment“ is eventually also an obligatory topic for the

A-level exams in your country)



5. Individual Research

 The Erfurt example: Every student of year 11 will choose one Olympic or
Youth Olympic Games 

(Winter or Summer Games from Lillehammer 1994 – Beijing 2022) and 
start his/her thorough research

 Sources to use (partly provided by the English teacher): 

 Scientific articles by Olympic researchers

 Report Books of Olympic/Youth Olympic Games

 Olympic Review (online editions or paper editions)

 Factsheets of the IOC

 Articles published by the hosts of Olympic/Youth Olympic Games 

 Articles found in the regional, national or international press

 Interviews/experience reports

 Films/videos etc.

 Additional individual research will be indispensable!

 Students should be reminded not to forget to document all the

sources!



6. Search for creative ideas
 Students are asked to create a poster A3 (standard size for all 

students!) with an appealing layout, which attracts by a clear message. 

 In Erfurt: Two arts teachers will guide the students in the process of 

finding appropriate means of illustrations or techniques to use during

the project days.

 Students can use: 

 (coloured) photos/illustrations

 logos of the respective games

 own illustrations etc.

 Students should be reminded not to forget to document the

sources of their pictures… !



7. Organisation of the Project

June 2021 July 2021

last school

week

September  

2021

Kick-off of 

the Project 

in Erfurt 

Individual 

Research by

the Students

September-

December

2021

January

2022 

January-

September  

2022

Three

Project 

Days for

A23 in our

School

1st Internat. 

Teachers‘  

Workshop for

30 Coubertin 

Schools and 

UNESCO 

Schools    

Start of the

Project at the

other

Coubertin 

Schools and 

UNESCO 

Schools    

13th Coubertin 

Youth Forum 

in Cyprus

Participation of  

a school team

Presentation

of the Project 

Results

during the

English 

Lessons of A23

Poster 

Exhibition in 

our School 

House

Documentation 

Poster 

Exhibition 

during the

Day of Open 

Doors in our

School

Exhibition 

of our Best 

Posters 

in the

Thuringian

Ministry of 

Education/ 

in other

Public 

Places

2nd Internat. 

Workshop for

Students and 

Teachers of 

30 Coubertin 

and UNESCO 

Schools    

October

2022 

Choice of our

Best 3 Posters for

the Exhibition 

during the

13th Youth Forum

Documentation



8. Documentation and sharing the project results

 Besides the already mentioned forms of documenting and sharing the

project results, all students‘ help to:

 Take a photo of each poster

 Write a report for the school‘s website (in English, French, …)

 Write a text  for the annual UNESCO-Report and UNESCO pinboard

 Write a text  for the website of the National Coubertin Committee

 Write a text  for the annual report for the CIPC website

 Set up and care for the various exhibitions planned, explain the

project to visitors (e.g. parents, younger students etc.)

 Each student helps in min. one form of documentation or

presentation of the project results to make them visible to a broad

public!  



Let us go on using the potentials an Olympic education may have in educating youths 

and keep the Olympic fire burning until the next meeting!  

Thank you for your attention!


